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Aliza Marcus’un kullandığı ifadelerden: 

“[Öcalan] kimseye bir şans tanımadı. Kontrolü daima tekelinde tutu. İkinci olarak, çıkar sağlayacağını 

düşündüğü her türlü ilişkiye girdi. Bölgenin dengeleriyle nasıl oynayacağını biliyordu.” 

… 

“Diyarbakır Cezaevi’nde tutulan Kürtlerin çoğu, intikam duygusuyla dışarıya çıkıp PKK’ya katıldı.” 

… 

“Eğer PKK olmasaydı bir Kürt sorunu yaşanmayacağını düşünmek hata olur; PKK sebep değil, bir 

sonuç.” 

… 

“Öcalan’ın Kürt sorununun barışçıl çözümü önünde bir engel olup olmadığını sorduğumuzda, Marcus, 

onun hâlâ tüm Kürtleri bir araya getirip harekete geçirebilecek kişi olduğunu vurguladı. Öcalan’ın bir 

çözüm arayışına dâhil edilmesinin doğru olup olmadığından ise emin değil; ona göre, Öcalan hapiste 

olduğu için Kürt sorunu da hapsedilmiş durumda.” 

Aliza Marcus, a reporter who had faced up to three years in prison for her reports on the evacuation 

of Kurdish villages in Turkey 13 years ago, says not finding a solution to Kurds' problems in Turkey has 

grave consequences for both Turks and Kurds. She said in an interview with Sunday's Zaman that a 

discussion process is needed to understand what would satisfy Kurds living in Turkey -- after the 

recognition of their ethnic and cultural rights, first and foremost. 

"Would Kurds' demands remain restricted to this following the Kurdish formation in northern Iraq? 

Nobody could guarantee that. We cannot say Turkey's concerns have been completely unfounded," 

she said in reference to Turkish fears that an independent Kurdish state in northern Iraq could 

encourage Turkey's Kurds toward self-government as well. The outlawed Kurdistan Workers' Party 

(PKK) has been fighting for Kurdish self-rule in Turkey's Southeast since 1984. The conflict has 

claimed tens of thousands of lives.  



Turkey has launched several aerial attacks and at least one ground incursion into neighboring Iraq as 

part of its campaign against the PKK terrorists, who are using their bases in Iraq’s north to launch 

attacks against targets in Turkey. 

Marcus’ book “Blood and Belief: The PKK and the Kurdish Fight for Independence” was published by 

NYU Press last September, and its Turkish translation will be published this autumn. She has reported 

on Turkey since 1989 and was an İstanbul-based correspondent for Reuters and later worked for the 

Boston Globe in Israel and Germany. 

Based on her interviews with PKK members and their supporters and opponents throughout the 

world -- including the Palestinians who trained them, the intelligence services that tracked them and 

the dissidents who tried to break them up -- Marcus provides an in-depth account of the PKK in her 

book. 

“Blood and Belief” gives the first in-depth account of the PKK. Marcus, one of the first Western 

reporters to meet with PKK members, wrote about their conflict for many years for a variety of 

prominent publications before being put on trial in Turkey for her reporting. In July 1995, the İstanbul 

State Security Court (MGK) indicted her in connection with a November 1994 Reuters article on 

village evacuations in Tunceli province. Two months later, the charges against Marcus were 

dismissed. 

She said she wanted to work in Turkey because the country had had so many stories to be told, 

especially for a journalist coming from the West. 

After being put on trial she left Turkey because she was not wanted as a journalist in Turkey but said 

she “couldn’t get separated from Turkey.” When she came to Turkey following the 1999 earthquake, 

she followed the developments regarding the capture of the PKK leader Abdullah Öcalan and realized 

nobody really knew the PKK, including herself. 

“Even though I talked to many people from the PKK and PKK sympathizers, I didn’t really know the 

PKK. PKK sympathizers have known only one aspect of the incidents. And PKK members wouldn’t talk 

much because of their ideological ties,” she said. 

So she decided to go after the unknown and find out how the PKK managed to be so popular and 

why professionals like doctors, lawyers and engineers decide to join the terrorist group’s ranks. 

She obtained funding from the McArthur Foundation and started to write her book. 



“Blood and Belief” has four sections: on PKK leader Öcalan’s life and the PKK’s beginnings, the PKK’s 

consolidation of power, the “civil war” and the aftermath of Öcalan’s 1999 capture. 

Marcus has carefully chronicled the story of the long-repressed but resurgent Kurdish identity in 

Turkey. She also wrote extensively about the ongoing quarter-century PKK terrorism inspired by 

Öcalan, the group’s imprisoned leader. 

“This is the astounding tale of a ruthless hard scrabble beneficiary of the Turkish Republic’s liberal 

education system who mounted the 20th century’s longest challenge to Ankara’s authority and sent 

tens of thousands of Kurds -- and Turks -- to their deaths from the safety of a foreign sanctuary. 

Marcus dissects fatal Kurdish and Turkish stubbornness which helped perpetuate this sputtering 

revolt despite Öcalan’s manifest errors, his craven repudiation of the PKK objectives once in Turkish 

captivity and mass desertions by true believers disillusioned by his transparent efforts to save his 

neck,” wrote Jonathan Randal who reviewed Marcus’ book. 

Marcus said the PKK is popular because of Öcalan, who was able to prevent division at every cost, 

including violence.  

“He doesn’t give any other choices to anybody. He keeps the control and he has a monopoly. 

Secondly, he uses any type of relations that he thinks favorable. He knows how to play with the 

balances in the region,” she said. 

On the other hand, she said most Kurds taken to Diyarbakır prisons came out with feelings of 

vengeance and joined the PKK. 

It is wrong to think there would not be a Kurdish problem if the PKK did not exist, according to 

Marcus, who thinks the PKK is the result, not the reason. 

“Öcalan has turned into a symbol of Kurdish desires. What he says or what he does is not that 

important because he is a symbol. So is the PKK. The PKK’s fight, whether one thinks it is good or bad, 

put the Kurdish problem on the agenda in Turkey and in front of the world. It helped Kurds define 

themselves as Kurds. It gave them a sense of honor,” she writes in her book. 

Her coverage of the PKK terrorism between 1999 and 2007 is just 13 pages long. An exploration of 

how Öcalan has retained control while in prison is a puzzle she cannot solve, she says. 

Nevertheless, she added, the PKK is the one and only effective power for Turkey’s Kurds. 



Asked if Öcalan was a barrier to solving the Kurdish problem peacefully, she emphasized that Öcalan 

was still the man able to gather all Kurds and have them put their signature on a document. She is 

not sure if Öcalan should be included in a solution; she says that since he is in prison, the Kurdish 

problem is in prison as well. 

If Turkish Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdoğan says now that we have hit the PKK, it is time to make 

reforms, Turkey will turn the situation to its advantage, according to Marcus. But if he does not go 

ahead with a cultural and political reform process recognizing Kurdish rights, then the PKK will win, 

she maintains, because the PKK will have the ammunition to say to Kurds, “Look, Turkey doesn’t care 

about you.” 

Asked about the July 22, 2007 elections in which Erdoğan’s Justice and Development Party (AK Party) 

shared Kurdish votes with the pro-Kurdish Democratic Society Party (DTP) in the region and received 

more support from Kurdish citizens nationally, Marcus noted the AK Party also lost a lot of support 

when Erdoğan said they would “take Diyarbakır back.” 

Another aspect is how the West feels about it all, she said. An example is the United States, which 

has started to lose patience after not seeing a long-promised reform process. 
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